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always “been the object of interest” in the United States, writes historian Melody Kramer. There are
what they call the “rainbow” and “megastar” models. The question, though, is whether they were
always powerful in the way they are now or if the stories of their power have been exaggerated. Just
as the stories of powerful black women have also been exaggerated, history has a way of reinventing
itself, especially when we don’t like the outcome, but this doesn’t mean we have to look back at
history and say that certain stories were untrue. But as in other cases of white privilege, the way
that black women are remembered shows that there are ways that white women can use their
privilege to achieve mastery over the lives of others. Of course, like many things about our society,
we can have discussions about whether the lives of black women are actually diminished because of
our story. But there are two directions in which we can think about this—as “us” and as “them.” By
being there, we can be a specific witness, which means that we can tell how the transformation
takes place. Only by being present can we say that we’re there to witness and not to act. In this
chapter, we’ll start to explore the privilege of white women through the lens of white women. In this
chapter, we’ll look at some of the examples we can find when we look at the ways that white women
have been privileged in the past as well as some of the ways that white women have actively resisted
and even been the perpetrators of black oppression today. Women’s organizations provide us with
another space in which the privileged position of white women is apparent. Men’s organizations also
have this sense of built-in privilege and this is why sometimes feminist organizations and ideas get to
be male-centered in a way that even the power and strength of women isn’
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